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MONDAY 9 - 11 AM 
 
DIGITAL DOGS - TAKING BETTER BERNER PHOTOS 
BOBBIE HEFNER & PAT LONG 
 
This class will be a quick review of camera basics, with explanations and examples of 
the knowledge needed to get the very best photos you possibly can.  Bobbie will call on 
her vast experience to cover what she has found works best in various situations; travel, 
individual dogs, litters, and a variety of conditions and lighting. Pat will share her wisdom 
gleaned from years of taking gorgeous portraits at the Nationals. If you have a 
Longshots Berner portrait on your wall, you are familiar with the skill set she brings to the 
shoot. What a talented team! 
 
Bobbie Hefner has owned and bred Bernese Mountain Dogs under the top winning 
Swiss Stars kennel name for nearly 30 years (she was obviously only five when she 
started). Her photos have long been a staple of the National Photo contest, and her litter 
pictures are always a treat. She travels extensively, and many of us enjoy her vacations 
vicariously through her breathtaking photos. She works with Wildlife Rehab and Release 
and does photographs of the birds. She has also been one of the few people invited to a 
Navaho reservation preserve to do wildlife photography. 

 
 If there were an Olympic Event for hard work, dedication, loyalty, common sense and 
kindness, Pat would take home the Gold.  She became a board member of BG in 1998, 
and became the temporary file manager in 2003.  She joined the BMDCA Health 
Committee in 1999.  She has worked long hours in the educational efforts of the Berner-
L Education Fund and has been the moderator of the Berner-L since 2000, written about 
health issues of the breed, and helped to develop the website www.bmdinfo.org.  She 
has been in Bernese for 26 years, and started doing portrait photos soon after.  
Longshots has been a fixture at every National since 1998, and she and her helpers 
have raised over $60,000 for the breed with her beautiful photos.  She is almost as bad 
as Joye Neff when it comes to finding fundraising opportunities!  And in her spare 
time……Well I doubt she even has any spare time. 
 



BEATING BLOAT: WHAT VETS KNOW AND WHAT WE ARE LEARNING  
LAURA NELSON DVM 
 
Gastric dilatation-volvulus or “Bloat” is a devastating disease that disproportionately 
affects large and giant-breed dogs.  A true medical emergency with a rapid onset and 
short timeline during which to seek treatment, it is critical that owners and breeders 
understand how to identify and prevent GDV.  In this presentation, Dr. Nelson will 
discuss what we know about GDV; including risk factors, symptoms, treatment, and 
prevention strategies.  In addition, she will review current research seeking to better 
understand the causes of this disease.   
 
Dr. Nelson completed her BS and DVM degrees at The Ohio State University in 2003, 
going on to complete a rotating internship at Michigan State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine in 2004 and a Master of Science and residency in Small Animal 
Surgery at OSU in 2007.  She returned to MSU CVM in 2008 after completing a year on 
the Small Animal Surgery faculty at OSU.  Dr. Nelson is a Diplomate of the American 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Her clinical area is general small animal soft tissue 
surgery.  Her research interests include surgical safety, GDV, portosystemic shunts, 
surgical treatment of urinary continence, and medical education.  Dr. Nelson shamefully 
owns only cats at this time, but counts a foxhound and a pair of Labrador mixes among 
her beloved past family members.  She is an avid runner, recreational rower, and mother 
of three.  
 
SNIFFER DOGS: PROTECTING OUR WORLD ONE NOSE AT A TIME  
CAROL STEPHENSON PHD & SHERRI L. MINHINNICK    
 
In this presentation participants will learn about professional detector dogs (sniffer dogs) 
and how they are trained and deployed to reliably and consistently serve to protect 
ourselves and our communities.  The principles and techniques used to train these dogs 
also have relevance to the training we do with our Berners in various disciplines.  
Demonstrations of training techniques will be given utilizing a trained detection dog. This 
lecture/demo is for people only as the detector dog will be working off leash. 
 
Carol has recently retired from a 30-year career as a scientist for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.  In that role, she was privileged to work on projects 
addressing domestic terrorism and the use of detection dogs.  Since retiring from CDC, 
Carol runs a private dog training program.  Carol and her husband Mark have shared 
their lives with Berners since 2001, and currently enjoy the antics of Hubble, Nexi, and 
Luna.   
  
Sherri has been a canine trainer and handler for 20 years with experience crossing 
multiple disciplines of detection including explosives, illicit drugs, human remains, live 
find, pharmaceuticals, and others while serving in both public (Ohio Task Force One, 
OHTF-1 and law enforcement) and private sectors. She currently serves as Director of 
Operations for a licensed security firm, K9 resources, LLC, specializing in detection 
services and resides in Cincinnati, Ohio. She may be reached at 
sminhinnick@gmail.com. DOGS WELCOME  
 
 
 



BMDCA HISTORY  
MARY ALICE ESCHWEILER 
 
Join Mary Alice in the Media Center as she gives her perspective on the creation and 
formation of the BMDCA; the early times (including memorable individuals who 
contributed to the creation of our club), the progression and growth of the National 
Specialty, and the development of other activities and events. She will highlight the 
birthing of regional Bernese clubs, the award winning club journal, The Alpenhorn, and 
our current place in the Sport of Dogs while sharing documents and photographs that 
portray our history. 
 
Mary Alice has owned Bernese Mountain Dogs since 1959, trained and showed her first 
AKC Berner to a title as well as owning/training the first Berner to get a Utility Dog title. 
She has bred seventeen litters, trained, shown, and enjoyed the sport of conformation, 
tracking, obedience and drafting. She has served the BMDCA as Board Member and 
President, Records Chair, Judges’ Education Chair, as a member of the Draft Working 
Committee, Regional Club Council, and many Specialty Committees, in addition to 
actively participating as a member of the BMDCSEW. Currently, Mary Alice is approved 
as an AKC judge of Bernese, Junior Showmanship and BMDCA draft tests and has 
permit status to judge Alaskan Malamutes. Mary Alice also appears in the educational 
DVD Breed Panel & Discussion filmed in Seattle, Washington. 
 
 
MONDAY 12 - 2 PM 
 
A BREEDER’S NIGHTMARE: BRUCELLOSIS & CANINE HERPES VIRUS  
NANCY MELONE PHD 
 
The more experience we get as breeders, the more we learn about diseases and viruses 
that could negatively impact our breeding programs and litters. Both Brucellosis and 
Canine Herpes Virus (CHV) are two such diseases. Brucellosis is a disease that has the 
potential to destroy a dog’s breeding career and possibly an otherwise successful 
breeding program whereas CHV has the potential to destroy an entire litter. In this 
session we will go over causes, geographic prevalence, modes of transmission, 
diagnosis and diagnostic tests, clinical signs, treatments/therapies, prevention/reducing 
risk, and general recommendations for these two devastating diseases. A case study on 
CHV is presented followed by open discussion.  
 
 Nancy P. Melone, PhD, is a graduate of the University of Minnesota in Information and 
Decision Sciences. For her writing and editing, she was awarded the prestigious Dog 
Writers Association of America Maxwell Medallion, the Morris Animal Foundation 
Advances in Canine Veterinary Medicine Award, and the AKC Publication Excellence 
Award for her series on Canine Brucellosis. A breeder of health-tested, champion 
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Dr. Melone is a former trustee/treasurer of The Berner-Garde 
(Breed Health) Foundation, Inc. and Bernese Auction Rescue Coalition, Inc. 
 
 
 
 



CHOICES, CHANCES AND CARE: LIVING WITH DM 
DOUG HARRISON PHD, SUSAN HARRISON PHD & FARA BUSHNELL 
 
Degenerative Myelopathy (DM) is an insidious inherited disease that is all too common 
in Bernese Mountain Dogs.  The progressive, inevitable decline in function that comes 
with DM creates challenges in caring for an affected dog.  But recent advances in 
understanding the genetics of DM can help reduce the incidence of the disease.  In this 
session, we will discuss what to expect and share ideas about how to care for an at risk 
or affected dog, as well as how breeders can best use new diagnostic tools to make 
informed breeding decisions that reduce risk. 
  
Doug Harrison received his PhD in Biology from Johns Hopkins University and is 
currently Associate Professor of Biology at the University of Kentucky.  His laboratory 
studies the genetic regulation of cellular and developmental biology.   
 
Susan Harrison earned her PhD in Cell, Molecular, and Developmental Biology at the 
Sackler School of Graduate Biomedical Sciences at the Tufts School of Medicine.  The 
Harrisons have lived in the heart of the Bluegrass with Bernese Mountain Dogs since 
1999.  They currently have three Berners and participate in conformation showing. 

 
 

PLATFORM TRAINING  
THE MANY ADVANTAGES OF PUTTING YOUR BERNER ON A PEDESTAL!  
SUE WILKINSON DVM 
 
Platform training is a remarkably useful tool to add to your training toolbox. There are 
multiple applications for the platform in many disciplines, including obedience, rally, 
agility, drafting, conformation and freestyle. Platforms are portable and inexpensive, 
allowing you to take this valuable tool “on the road” to enhance your training.  They 
make sense to the dog, cementing a behavior quickly, building comfort and confidence, 
and then are easy to fade.  So come and learn the many advantages and uses of 
platforms!! 
 
Sue is a companion animal veterinarian with 16 years experience.  She has had Berners 
for 21 years and they enjoy all kinds of performance events: tracking, obedience, rally, 
drafting, agility, freestyle, and scent detection.  The journey is always fun and the 
successes are the icing on the cake.   
 
DOGS WELCOME  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MONDAY 3 – 5 PM  
 
 
X-RAY POSITIONING IN OFA HIP DYSPLASIA GRADING:  
THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS 
LONNIE L. DAVIS DVM DABVP 
 
Dr. Davis has been doing OFA Hip X-rays since about 1978.  At that time he 
experienced his first "Miracle." A dog that had been graded Mild Hip Dysplasia twice 
went on to receive Passing Hips on the third submission!  Dr. Davis has submitted 
thousands of OFA Hip X-rays and in that time developed his "Precise Positioning 
Technique.TM" He now routinely does 300-400 OFA Hip X-rays per year and has canine 
patients from Alaska, Texas, Florida, Maine and most states in between.  Patients also 
come from South America and Canada, traveling thousands of miles to Troy Animal 
Hospital/Bird Clinic in Ohio.  Why?? Did your dog fail?  Was it the dog or the positioning? 
Come and find out in this seminar. 
 
Dr. Davis grew up surrounded by animals on his family’s 120-acre farm in rural Ohio. 
Roaming the farm and seeing the wildlife of Ohio first hand sparked his interest in 
veterinary medicine, and many years later the profession is still the love of his life! 
He was a member of the 4-H club as a young man, actively showing calves and pigs and 
working on conservation projects. He even won the State Fair Health competition, and 
was elected President of the State Junior Fair Board the next year.  Dr. Davis graduated 
from Ohio State University in 1969 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. 
From there, he attended OSU’s College of Veterinary Medicine receiving his DVM 
degree in June of 1973. After graduation, Dr. Davis worked in a busy and very 
successful practice in Louisville, Kentucky for three years. In June of 1976, Dr. Davis 
and his wife Naomi opened the Troy Animal Hospital at its current location. Since then, 
it’s become the highly successful practice it is today serving the pet owners of Troy, 
Miami County and dog breeders and trainers throughout the country. 
 
 
ASK THE JUDGES 
ALISON JASKIEWICZ, LISA MITCHELL, SARA STEELE & SANDY WALKER   
 
We will receive questions from the students on AKC Obedience and Rally regulations 
and best practices for enjoying your Berner and earning a new title. AKC just released 
new Obedience Regulations on December 1 of 2015, and we will be happy to cover this 
with the folks.  
 
Alison discovered obedience with her first Berner in the mid 1980's and never looked 
back.  All her Berners have earned obedience titles, including 5 UDs, two of whom went 
on to become father and son Obedience Trial Champion/Grand Master Draft Dogs.  She 
has been judging AKC Obedience since 2002 and currently teaches competition 
obedience.  Alison has been a Draft judge since 1992 and has served both the BMDCA  
and the BMDC of Nashoba Valley in many capacities including President and 1998 
National Specialty Chair. 
 
 



 
Lisa has been involved in AKC dog events since 1991 when she got a Golden Retriever. 
She became heavily involved in obedience competitions and, falling in love with the 
breed, purchased her first Bernese in 1993.  Lisa has earned obedience (thru UD), rally 
(thru RAE), draft(NDD), agility (thru AX,AXJ) and conformation CH titles on her Bernese 
Mountain Dogs. She began judging obedience matches in 1995, became an ASCA 
(Australian Shepherd Club of America) obedience judge for all levels in 2000, became 
an AKC obedience judge in 2014, and hopes to be approved for AKC Rally before the 
end of 2015. She’s been lucky enough to be owned by five Bernese and 4 Golden 
Retrievers so far. 

 
Sara has been involved with dogs since childhood, and when, in 1984, she and her 
husband, Ron got their first Bernese Mountain Dog, she took the plunge into formal 
obedience training and competition.  Since that time Sara has put on many titles with 
Berners and later, pit bulls in obedience, rally, draft, and agility.  Sara is an AKC 
Obedience and Rally Judge, a Draft Judge with the BMDCA, GSMDCA, and CKC for 
DD, and an AKC CGC Evaluator. 
 
Sandy discovered obedience early in life when her parents bred and trained Bedlington 
Terriers.  It was only with the advent of her first poodle that she realized that dogs 
actually would listen to those commands.  She went on to more serious obedience with 
her first UD, a ShihTzu and become truly involved with the purchase of Papillon Am/Can 
CH/OTCH Josandre Touch of Mischief.  Mishka, as she was known, became the first 
group winning OTCH in the history of the toy group.  Sandy has since had numerous 
CH/UD Papillons, and moved into Bernese Mountain Dogs in 1995.  She is currently 
approved to judge all obedience, as well as all Working, Toy and a few Herding breeds, 
BIS and juniors. 
 
 
BATTLING THE BERNER BULGE:  
FUN WAYS TO KEEP YOUR DOG ACTIVE AND FIT 
STEPHANIE KISKA 
  
This class will include discussion on causes of weight gain in Bernese Mountain Dogs. 
We will discuss good diet, activities that Berners love, and teach the attendees fun 
exercises they can perform at home with their Berners to keep them active. Live 
demonstration of conditioning and strengthening exercises with equipment the owners 
can find in their own homes. Learn fun ways to stay in shape and bond with your Berner! 
  
 Stephanie has raised Berners since the 1980’s. She fell in love with the breed after 
seeing her first at a dog show at MSU. Her Berners are all working dogs who have 
learned to cart with minimal effort. They haul wood in the winter and cart garden tools in 
the summer. Stephanie currently has a female named Selena Regina who is a CGC and 
is working on getting a draft title. She looks forward to spring when she will hopefully 
welcome Selena’s first litter. She is a Licensed Veterinary Technician of almost 20 years, 
Certified in Canine Rehabilitation Therapy, and Certified in both Canine Massage and 
Canine Deep Tissue Massage Therapy. She currently is the Fitness Director at 
Hydrodogs which is a canine fitness center for all breeds. DOGS WELCOME 
 
 



MONDAY 7 - 9 PM   
   
*BMDCA BREEDER SYMPOSIUM* *OPEN TO ALL* 
 
LESSONS FROM THE BERNER-GARDE DATABASE –  
INSIGHTS FOR THE BREEDER 
VILMA YUZBASIYAN-GURKAN PHD 
The Berner Garde Database is a unique and valuable resource that gives us an 
appreciation of the frequency of diseases in Bernese Mountain Dogs over time. The 
unique features of this database include: it is community sourced, it is curated, it is 
voluntary and it is backed by documentation, when available. With concerted effort by 
researchers at Michigan State University, longevity and disease updates have been 
encouraged and entered, making it ever more a lifelong database. This presentation will 
focus on the findings of formal analysis of the Database and the changes in disease 
frequency over time, which may shed light into the effects of various pressures on 
breeding strategies adopted by the Berner fancy and may inform future decisions on 
breeding strategies. 
 
Dr. Vilma Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan, Professor of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics, and 
Small Animal Clinical Sciences, currently serves as the Associate Dean for Research 
and Graduate Studies in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Michigan State 
University, and directs the summer research programs and the graduate program in 
Comparative Medicine and Integrative Biology.  
 
Dr. Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan obtained her bachelor’s degree from Vassar College and 
continued her training at the University of Istanbul Medical School, obtaining her doctoral 
degree in biochemistry, working on metabolic disorders in pediatric patients.  
She was recruited by the Department of Human Genetics at the University of Michigan 
where her work on Wilson disease, a genetic disorder of copper handling, led to her 
interest in canine models of human disease, especially copper toxicosis in the 
Bedlington terrier. She joined Michigan State University in 1990 and developed mapping 
tools for the canine genome and carried out the first whole genome scanning linkage 
study in the dog, leading to the identification of a novel locus of copper handling.  
Identification of cancer susceptibility loci as well as key drivers of cancer progression 
which can be targeted by novel treatment approaches in mast cell tumors, brain tumors, 
histocytic sarcomas, lymphomas and osteosarcomas, comprise a major focus of her 
research team.  
 
Dr. Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan and her team, along with Dr. Kiupel house the Bernese 
Mountain Dog DNA and Tissue Repository at MSU.  Working together with the Berner 
Garde, Dr. Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan and her team of researchers, are committed to 
understanding the cause of significant health problems in Bernese Mountain Dogs, and 
mounting effective genetic and medical strategies to effect the well-being of Berners. 
Ongoing studies include those of the genetics of histiocytic sarcoma, the development of 
novel treatments for histiocytic sarcoma and understanding the best approaches to 
improve the wellbeing of Berners without inflicting severe pressures on the genetic pool.  
 
 



TUESDAY 9 - 11 AM 
 
DIAGNOSIS AND PROGNOSIS OF ROUND CELL NEOPLASMS IN  
BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOGS (OTHERWISE KNOWN AS BERNER LUMPS 
AND BUMPS) 
MATTI KUIPEL DVM, DACVP 
 
Bernese Mountain Dogs have a high incidence of round cell neoplasms, especially of 
histiocytic and mastocytic differentiation. The session will give a detailed overview of the 
different neoplastic round cell entities that occur in dogs with special focus on those 
most commonly found in Berners. Modern molecular techniques that are utilized to 
accurately differentiate and diagnose these entities will be discussed. In addition, 
information regarding the prognostic and therapeutic predictive evaluation of mast cell 
tumors will be covered in detail. 

 
Dr. Matti Kiupel, BS, MS, PhD, DACVP, Fachtierarzt für Veterinär Pathologie, is a 
Professor in the Department of Pathobiology and Diagnostic Investigation at MSU, 
College of Veterinary Medicine.  He also serves as the Section Chief of Anatomic 
Pathology in the Diagnostic Center for Population and Animal Health and heads the 
Histology and Immunohistochemistry laboratory, the largest veterinary diagnostic 
molecular pathology laboratory in the country. Dr. Kuipel’s research has earned him 
honors, awards, and appointments that are worldwide in scope.  He is Associate Editor 
for Oncology in Veterinary Pathology and  was recently the guest editor of an issue 
dedicated to veterinary tumorpathology. Dr. Kiupel served for numerous years as chair 
of the ACVP oncology committee and the AAVLD pathology committee. He is a board 
member of the Charles Louis Davis, DVM Foundation and until recently served on the 
board of directors for the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association. His laboratory has 
been selected for pathology and immunohistochemistry support of the Comparative 
Oncology Trials Consortium (COTC). He is currently Editor of the online World Small 
Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA) classification of neoplastic diseases of animals 
and member of the National Cancer Institute (NCI) Comparative Melanoma Board. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO CANINE FREESTYLE: BEGIN THE BERNER BEGUINE   
MARJORIE GEIGER 
  
Bring your Berner and get started in obedience work that is choreographed and set to 
music. Including tricks and dance moves, musical dog sport is something you will both 
enjoy.  We will discuss choosing songs, collars, costumes, choreography and how to set 
the mood for your performance as well as considering staging and presentation 
concepts.  The use of platforms, wobble boards, and household props add a further 
dimension to your act. Learn how to go with the flow and better partner with your Berner 
while having fun. 
 
As an educator Marjorie enjoys many aspects of teaching, which includes dogs and their 
people.  Training has become a fun and creative pursuit since she learned positive 
reinforcement and clicker training.  Clicker has allowed her dogs learning abilities to 
grow and their partnership has flourished.  Marjorie started searching for a Berner in 
1978, but didn't fulfill the goal until 2004.  She trains and occasionally 
participates in obedience, rally, draft, Nose Work, agility, lure coursing, freestyle, and 
conformation. DOGS WELCOME 



TUESDAY 12-2 PM 
 
GENETIC TESTING: WHAT IT IS AND HOW TO USE IT 
BERT KLEI PHD & VILMA YUZBASIYAN-GURKAN PHD 
 
This class will explain the genetic background for the different genetic tests currently 
available to the Berner community. This will include parentage testing, DM testing, and 
the Hystiocytic Sarcoma Pre-Test. After understanding the genetic principles behind 
them we will then explore how they can be used in a breeding program. At the 
completion of the class you should have gained the knowledge to come to an informed 
decision on how to use these tests in your particular situation.  
 
Bert earned a PhD in animal breeding and genetics from Cornell University in 1995. 
After graduation he worked as a geneticist for tge American Simmental Association (beef 
cattle) and the Holstein Association (dairy cattle). After a short foray into teaching 
introductory statistics at Carnegie Mellon University, he settled down as a computational 
geneticist at Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic of the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center. Bert’s main research focus is in better understanding the genetic 
background of schizophrenia and autism, two highly heritable diseases with a very 
complex genetic origin. Berners have been part of the Klei family since the late 1980’s. 
So far they have owned five of these magnificent beasts. Currently they own Wally 
(BG60541) and Willem (BG78532). Berners in our household lead their lives as pets. 
 
Dr. Vilma Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan, Professor of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics, and 
Small Animal Clinical Sciences, currently serves as the Associate Dean for Research 
and Graduate Studies in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Michigan State 
University, and directs the summer research programs and the graduate program in 
Comparative Medicine and Integrative Biology.   
 

 
 
POSTURE, PAIN & PERFORMANCE  
SHELLI MCDONALD 
 
Join Shelli, a Posture Alignment Specialist certified in the Egoscue Method of exercise 
therapy for pain relief, for this interactive and movement-oriented workshop.  Learn what 
your posture has to do with your pain and how you can address the source of the pain 
rather than simply covering up the symptoms.  Restore your body and find the relief 
you’ve been looking for in your everyday activities and as you train and compete with 
your beloved Berners. 
 
As a health and wellness enthusiast and dog lover, Shelli is excited for the opportunity to 
combine both passions and share them with the participants at Berner U.  She currently 
has two canine companions: Bondi, an eight year old Black Lab, and Lincoln, a bouncy 
and energetic two year old Berner boy.  She enjoys weekly visits to her local Humane 
Society in Indianapolis where she volunteers as a dog walker for shelter dogs and trains 
incoming volunteers as well.  Shelli is currently a Home Visit Volunteer for Love of Labs, 
another Indiana-based dog rescue organization. 
 
 



TUESDAY 3 - 5 PM 
 
RESCUE 101 & RESCUE ROUND TABLE            *OPEN TO ALL* 
KATHY DEYO 
 

RESCUE 101, the first hour of this seminar, will be a presentation of how Bernese 
rescue works on both the regional club level and national level. The discussion will 
enable you to become more aware of the process and perhaps find a way to participate. 
We’ll review all aspects of running a Bernese rescue committee: working with shelters, 
finding evaluators we can trust, identifying strategies for both supporting owners and for 
removing the dogs, attending to legal concerns, evaluating behavioral issues, finding 
foster homes, finding volunteer transporters, funding the program, using the web to 
locate and interview potential families - all with the goal of finding forever homes for dogs 
in need. Anyone curious about rescue is welcome to come. 

The RESCUE ROUND TABLE, the second hour of this seminar, offers an opportunity for 
BMDCA recognized regional clubs, BARC, and people who individually rescue Bernese 
to share problems, concerns and solutions. We find that when online friends meet face-
to-face it allows us to support each other and create an even stronger network for the 
next time we need to rescue a Berner. Newcomers are welcome to join us for one or 
both hours as we always appreciate fresh perspectives. 

Dogs have been part of Kathy Deyo’s life since she was a little girl but she was blessed 
with her first Bernese in 1986 and will never be without them. Since Hapi Mtn Kennel 
began, she has been a part of the Bernese community, becoming a BMDCA member in 
1987, helping form the Inland Northwest regional club, being active in conformation, 
obedience, clinics and workshops, helping with National Specialties, and taking in her 
first rescue Bernese in 1995. Kathy teaches obedience classes locally, gives clinics, and 
has been a dog 4-H leader for 20 years. In 2001, she took over as BMDCA Rescue & 
Rehome Coordinator. She has also been elected a BMDCA Board Member on three 
different occasions. Kathy’s mantra is, “If you breed, you are responsible for your dogs 
throughout their lifetime.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONCEPTION TO PARTURITION - HOW TO GET THEM IN THE OVEN & 
HOW TO KNOW WHEN THEY ARE DONE 
WILLIAM E. SCHULTZ DVM 
 
The talk will include semen analysis, timing for breeding, what type of breeding to do,  
pregnancy diagnosis and whelping issues. Come prepared with questions and specific 
examples that have challenged you. 
 
Dr. Will Schultz graduated from Michigan State University in 1973, went into private 
practice and opened his companion animal practice in the fall of 1974. Dr. Schultz has 
been a board member on the Synbiotics Reproductive Advisory Panel, The Society for 
Theriogenology and The Theriogenology Foundation with speaking engagements at 
several veterinary conferences, veterinary associations and national specialties because 
of a special interest in canine reproduction. Dr. Schultz has lectured and published 
articles on transcervical and surgical inseminations using fresh, chilled and frozen 
semen. Soft tissue and orthopedic surgery are also areas of special interest with laser 
surgery being an important modality for over 20 years. 
 
 
FUN, FITNESS & FLEXIBILITY   
MARY CARDECCIA DVM 
 
Learn some great moves to add to your training regime now to help prevent injury with 
your dog and keep him active and mobile further into his geriatric years. This class offers 
something for everyone, from show dogs to service dogs to family pets to competition 
dogs.  In this fun and interactive workshop you and your dog will explore how to increase 
and maintain core strength, overall strength and general conditioning, as well as how to 
detect injuries early through loss of flexibility or strength. If your dog does become 
injured in the future and need rehabilitation, odds are some of these moves may be 
involved, so you will speed your dog's recovery if he already knows how to do them.  
Dogs should be free from injury to participate.   
 
Dr. Mary Cardeccia attended Michigan State University, where she received her DVM 
with honors in 1995. After fifteen years of practicing small animal medicine and surgery, 
she transitioned to owning/operating the Animal Rehabilitation Facility in 2010.  Dr. 
Cardeccia has pursued additional veterinary training and certifications to provide a wide 
variety of treatment options to her patients.  She holds certifications in both veterinary 
acupuncture and food therapy, rehabilitation therapy, animal chiropractic and canine 
massage. She is also a second degree Reiki practitioner and has been integrating 
alternative and natural healing methods into her work with her patients since 2005.  Dr. 
Cardeccia is committed to providing compassionate integrative veterinary care based on 
the needs of her patients and the beliefs of their human families. Keeping pets of all 
ages active and pain-free is her goal! DOGS WELCOME  
 
 
DOGS ARE WELCOME ONLY IN CLASSES IN THE CEC BUILDING 
 
Information on this site is intended to aid Berner University students in selecting their classes. Please 
contact faculty directly for any other use. 


